
 

Honorees Brian Foley and Sinead Keegan 

“When I meet the families who come to Mercy Center, every parent I 

meet dreams for their children what we dream of for ours. Parents 

around the world and around the corner wish for a brilliant future for 

their children. Mercy Center believes that every family should have the 

opportunities necessary to make those wishes a reality.”  ~Sinead 

“Whether it is an illness, a job loss, a family relocation, or any number  

of other possible scenarios, at some point many of us will find ourselves  

in need of help. And what someone asking for help needs, above all,  

is mercy.”  ~Brian 

Honorees Albert Pyun and John Macones, DBC 

“My parents came here from Korea in the late 60’s and gave me 

the love, support, and foundation to become the successful 

designer that I have become. We are inspired by Mercy Center’s 

work to ensure that every family knows what it means to have 

the support of people who believe in you.”  ~Albert 

“When we began to think about Mercy Center's second location, 

one of the things that struck us most powerfully was the 

emphasis on hospitality and making every person who walked 

through their doors feel like they were valued and welcome 

guests. We wanted to give those guests, the families who come to 

Mercy Center, and the staff who served them, a space where 

they would feel at home and inspired to reach for the dreams 

that we know they can achieve.”  ~John 

LIVE AUCTION 

Sag Harbor Vacation 

$5,500 

SILENT AUCTION 

Disney Passes 

$1,850 

CHARITY BUZZ 

Rao’s Reservation 

$9,750 

INDIVIDUAL 

DONATION 

$15,000 

SPONSORSHIP 

$20,000 

TOPS AT THE GALA 

PADDLE RAISE 

DONATION 

$10,000 
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Sponsors 

Catholic Charities 

Pete Briger 

DB Collaborative 

Simpson, Thacher & Bartlett LLP 

Kaplan Hecker, LLP 

Nicole Perez 

Vinson & Elkins LLP 

Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz LLP 

Baker Botts LLP 

Ess & Vee Acoustical Contractors 

George Grace 

Winston & Strawn LLP 

Auctioneer extraordinaire,  

Jim Miller,  

fired up the crowd! 

Honoree Catholic Charities,  Archdiocese of New York  

“I was 15 when I arrived in this country from Colombia. At the time, I didn't have the 

maturity to understand that one little piece of paper 

determined so much - whether I could go to school or get a job. 

I was lucky enough to have that paper. Other immigrants were 

not. I often think, ‘Why me and not them?’” 

~Yesika, Mercy Center Family Worker and recipient of the 

Catholic Charities Centennial Scholarship to Fordham’s 

Graduate School of Social Sciences, presented one of three 

honoree awards to Rev. Msgr. Kevin Sullivan 

Honorary Chairs 

Daria Pizzetta and Charles Brown 

Linda & Joseph Camardo 

Stephen & Shari Fallek Coats 
Mary & Sean Davey 

George Grace 

Kathryne Lyons & Jonathan Teplitz 

JoMarie & Vin Pica 

Peggy Rafferty & Tim O’Connor 

Gregory Stephenson 

Founder Maria Mercado retired at the end of 2018.  

We honored her at the Gala, presenting her with  

a proclamation from the Bronx Borough President’s Office.  

Maria embodies hospitality and the spirit of Mercy!  

She stays connected to Mercy Center as a volunteer. 
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Host Committee 

Roseann Bonadia 

James Corcoran 

Nancy & Christopher Galliin 
Barry Gilman 

Leticia Gonzalez, MD 

Patricia & Nino Marino 

“My name is Joel and I am from a small town in El Salvador near the beach. 

I grew up like any other child with many dreams.  My dream was to be like my 

dad.  He was a police officer.  In time, I became one too.  It took me five years 

and a lot of hard work to make my dream become true. But because of my 

profession as a police officer, violence reached my family. My mother and sisters 

were kidnapped by a gang. My partner and I were lucky and were able to rescue 

them, but it also brought us a lot of trouble with the gang. My partner as a result 

is dead. Since I was also in danger, I am now here in this country. 

“I have been taking classes at Mercy Center for a year and a half, and I feel that 

my English is much more fluent.  I feel more confident talking to people, and in 

my work I use it a lot.  

“I have started a new life, looking every day for new opportunities for my family. 

Sometimes it is very hard but I never feel beat.”  ~Joel, participant speaker 

Mercy Center  

Board of Directors 

Sean Davey, Chair 

Candida Carrasquillo 
Elizabeth Cassino 

Stephen S. Coats 

Sinead Keegan 

Maureen King, RSM 

Kathryne Lyons 

Yadira Maya 

Joan McGillycuddy 

Kathleen Nolan, RSM 

Evelyn Oliver 

Nicole Perez 

Gregory Stephenson 

Stephen J. Stritch III, ex oficio 

We began the evening’s program with an amazing 

performance by The Brearley B-Naturals, an a capella group 

of talented high schoolers. 

NEW VENUE…NEW EMCEE 

Kathryne Lyons, Gala Committee Chair, Kristen Shaughnessy, NY1 

Anchor/Reporter, and Steve Stritch, Mercy Center Executive Director, 

joined forces to lead the evening’s program. 

Capitale at 130 Bowery hosted the Gala and offered a spectacular 

open dining room where there were no bad seats in the house! 

Joel spoke without a 

spotlight on him to 
protect his identity. 
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Photos by Des Magness 

THANK YOU to our Guests and the Gala Committee:  
Mariel Boyd, Maria Brinkmann, Linda Camardo, Barry Gilman, Kathyrne 

Lyons, Joan McGillycuddy, Clare Palazzo, Daria Pizzetta, Lizzie Torrance 
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